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of their public activities and surroundings is
overwhelming. American life is a powerful
solvent. As it stamps the immigrant, almost
before he can speak English, with an un-
mistakable muscular tension, cheery self-
confidence and habitual challenge in the voice
and eyes, so it seems to neutralise every in-
tellectual element, however tough and alien it
may be, and to fuse it in the native good-will,
complacency, thoughtlessness, and optimism.
Consider, for instance, the American
Catholics, of whom there are nominally many
millions, and who often seem to retain their
ancestral faith sincerely and affectionately.
This faith took shape during the decline of
the Roman empire; it is full of large dis-
illusions about this world and minute illusions
about the other. It is ancient, metaphysical,
poetic, elaborate, ascetic, autocratic, and
intolerant. It confronts the boastful natural
man, such as the American is, with a thou-
sand denials and menaces. Everything in
American life is at the antipodes to such
a system. Yet the American Catholic is
entirely at peace. His tone in everything,
even in religion, is cheerfully American. It is
wonderful how silently, amicably, and happily -